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The Situation in Rumania and Czechoslovakia
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: "'lsv The US Attache'inznucharest reported today that tension
in Bucharest has deoreased. He stated that the many milxtia
7go£ficers and aecurity trOOps who had been in the Rumanian
cap;tal axe now. gone. A:UPIL correspondent also reported that

mBucharest was oalm as vell as the town of Ilasi, only sixteen

miles from the SOVLet—Pumanxan boxderx,

.. .3+ A& Rudio Czechoslovakia broadcast this morning reported
that the government's press secretary has denied that Premierx
3 Cernik appealed for thé "best people” in the country to

leave chause the Sovidte have compiled a blacklast.
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Rude gggﬁg reporte?iy published a manifesto signed by more than Eﬁft
twenty intellectuals dénying that there has been a mass exodus. %éz
Both the broadcast and Rude Pravo statement are probably Eﬁ;;
designed to calm' down theAjigtery populace., The US Embasay : ?fig
reported yesgerdayithat a considerable number of intellectuals ?Ei;
~and news media representatives are preparing to go underground }?g;
_qr-leav; the,countrj.ﬁ (Sea situatioﬁAnaéort as of 0700, %?“ﬁ
1 September) - In a&digion, Deputy Interior Ministor Jan Zaxuba i;gi
veportedly has committed suicide ;ather than work with the if‘f
Soviets. . | . o : ?L~-
4, Som§ Czaéhoélovaké,'meanwﬁile,‘continue to question' i
" the value of the Moscow agreement, Radio Czechoslovakia this . éﬂ
mozning-pointed out that thus far all the compromises have %ﬂ
;=been .made by Prague and critzoi e@ the Soviet Union for not gi
: abidxpg by the ggraement‘q provision that Hoscow would not %3
‘interfere in Czechoélbvakia's intexnal affairs. ' Lidova gi
jDemokracie;'thé People'snparty:paper, buccinetly summarized %t_
" the situation by pointing ‘¢o the vicious circle argument that %;
troops will not leave unt;l the. situation "normalizes," and %g
3 the situation will not normalize until the troops leave. ?f‘"
5. SOViet forces continue to stamp out Czechoaslovak él
media reslst;ng the occupation. A transmitter in Bohemia ;é
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'that 'forexgn troops" bad occupxed the station. A Slovakian
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curtazled its activities on l September, informing its listeners

' party newspaper stopped distribution today following Soviet
military censorship of a "number 6f articles."” The Soviets

" are stmll pursuing their castigation of Literarni Lisgy, whoso -

-offices reportedly were sacked cn 29 August following its

?.defxance of the‘occupation. The journal subsequently ceased

"~ ‘publication on its:own father than submit to censorship.

6. The disgppearance of Czechoslovak news organs is now
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beipg'nccompanied by the emergence of Soviet-controlled ones . *
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Russian s'oldier-s drove through Prague on 3l August distributing

free coﬁies of an:ocquphtion newspaper, zpravy (News). Aalso,
the'Soviet-contrOIIed clandestine radio, the "Workers Voice of

”the Repug;xc," called for a purge of all those who "committed
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.actxons agzxnst the, paxty in the Wovotny era.”

_7. The Soviets are now making public references. to
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Duﬁcek on their news media. Dubcek was considered by "Vorkers
Voice” to have the “confidence” of the Czechoslovak party.
-Dubcék also appeared on lMoscow télevieion for the first time,
shown seated along side of Svoboda at the Moscow talks.
Meanwhile, the Soviets have,made nolmention of their own leader-

Ship recently, other!thanibrief remarks describing the public S
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appearances of two Firéﬁ Deputy Premiers, Mazurov and Polyansky.
8,' Moscow is.fellipg its own readership that counter-

'}'revolutioﬂary forces are still active in Czechoslovakia, thus
justifying a continued need for the occupation. On the other
haﬁd, a Pravda commentary describing opposition to the occupation
‘by other COmmunistvparties;mAde no reference to g;ther
‘ngoalav;h b:igumaqidl' This may be the first indication, albéit
& tenuous one,'that ltoscow is txying to stop rumors regarding

i 811l anotherx Warsaw Pact invasion.
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12. .The next SitRep will be published at 1100 EDT on

' 2 .,September unless tho incomipg information diotates otherwise.
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" LATE ITEM

13, The Czechoslovak central committee, which apparently

i

. ended its deliberatlons this morninq, heard party leader Dubcek
aqazn stress that: Czechoslovakia must avoid arousing suspicions

that/Will ‘not live up to the Moscow agreement. He noted that

in the past Prague:had not sufficiently taken into account the
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“dark and real power of international factors,"” including'the

views of Moscow. | gi -

14. In a tacit admission that the party's reform program Ef'
may be over, i Dubcek staoed that the strategic and general %:
intefostg'of Moscow‘and its allies impose "real, objectively i;
existing, and Limipipg factors" for the "pace and form" of %;
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.ézechoslovakia's golitioai ﬁeveloPmont. In goneral, Dubcek's
speech pro#ides'futther evidence that Prague has been forced to
accept Moscow s directives concerning its internal ‘affairs ~--
despite the Moscow agxeement.

‘ is. Nonetheless, the oentral committee did select a new
party presidium which apparentlj is largely progressive or
moderate in composition. Political labels, however, may no
~longer mean as much as thpy aia bofore the intervention. Of
the 21 prosidigm members:(an.increase of teh), 13 wefg naned

. to the presidium‘selecteé by tho 14th Party Congress, which met
on 22 August-and was subsequently denounced as "illegal®” by
Moscow. The communiquo suggests, as &id an earlier speech by

Dubcek that the party has deoided to set aside the results

o£ the 14th (‘:ongretss.,_l
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